
DESTINATION DETAILS 
 

SEYCHELLES: 
 
GEOGRAPHY:  
Seychelles’ 115 granite and coral islands extend from between 4 and 10 degrees south of the 
equator and lie between 480km and 1,600km from the east coast of Africa in the western Indian 
Ocean. 
 
Aerial of hidden cove - Chris CloseThis Indian Ocean republic occupies a land area of 455 km² 
and an Exclusive Economic Zone of 1.4 million km². It represents an archipelago of timeless 
beauty, tranquillity and harmony that is famous for its world-beating beaches and for its great 
diversity which rolls from lush forests down to the warm azure ocean. 
 
Of these 115 islands, 41 Inner Islands constitute the oldest mid-oceanic granite islands on earth 
while a further 74 form the 5 groups of low-lying coral atolls and reef islets that are the Outer 
Islands 
 
CLIMATE:  
Seychelles’ enviable climate is always warm and without extremes. In this tropical haven the 
temperature seldom drops below 24°C or rises above 32°C. All but the remotest southern islands 
lie comfortably outside the cyclone belt making Seychelles’ a year round destination for sun 
worshippers and beach lovers. 
 
During the north-west trade winds that visit between the months of October and March, the sea is 
generally calm and the weather warm and humid, with average winds of 8-12 knots. 
 
During January and February the islands receive their life-giving rains, rejuvenating the rivers 
and streams and teasing the vibrant foliage into rainbows of colour. 
 
The months between May and September bring drier, cooler weather, and livelier seas - 
particularly on south-eastern coasts – and winds of 10-20 knots. 
 
THE ISLANDS:   
Seychelles' 115 islands fall under two distinct groups. The tall granite, Inner Islands cluster 
mainly within the relatively shallow Seychelles' plateau, 4° south of the equator and roughly 1800 
km. distant from the east coast of Africa while the low-lying coralline cays, atolls and reef islands 
of the Outer Islands lie mainly beyond the plateau up to 10° south of the equator. 
 
These Outer Islands are divided into five groups: the Amirantes group lying 230km distant from 
Mahé, the Southern Coral Group, Alphonse Group, Farquhar Group and finally the Aldabra 
Group, some 1150km from Mahé. 
 
There are 43 Inner Islands in all -- 41 granitic and 2 coralline and a total of 72 coralline Outer 
Islands. 
 
THINGS TO DO: 
The diversity of the Seychelles landscape rushes up to greet you the moment your aircraft begins 
its descent and promises a long list of things to do. 
 



Seychelles is famous for having some of the best beaches in the world, pristine and uncrowded. 
Some are framed by age-old granite boulders. Others offer powder-soft sands, turquoise waters 
and sublime opportunities for swimming, snorkeling or pure relaxation. 
 
There are great opportunities for island-hopping between the 16 islands that currently offer 
accommodation. These range from sumptuous 5-star resorts to rustic island lodges and cozy 
beachside bungalows. On your way, you will discover such gems as the legendary Vallée de Mai, 
home to the legendary Coco-de-Mer. 
  
You will also find proud national monuments, beautiful Creole houses, artists' studios, national 
reserves and marine parks, as well as breathtaking natural wonders above and beneath the waves. 
Various excursions will introduce you to the pleasures of glass-bottom boating, or enjoying a 
choice of water sports. 
 
There's also golf, horse-riding and guided nature tours where to enjoy some of the rarest species 
of flora and fauna on earth. Not forgetting the mellow Seychelles nightlife where you can take in 
a casino, some local bars and fine restaurants offering unforgettable Creole and international 
cuisine. 
 
Please select from the sub-menu items on the left or the image icons below for more information. 


