
 

DESTINATION DETAILS 

MANILA:  

The capital of the Philippines - its heart and soul -- is Manila. It sets the rhythm of life in 
this archipelago and is a pulsating hub that blends the Oriental with the Occidental, the 
quaint with the modern, the mundane with the extraordinary. 

With 7,107 islands, and a coastline twice the length of that of the United States, the 
Philippines can claim to be Asia's Beach Capital. Enjoy the warm crystal blue waters of 
both the China Sea and the Pacific Ocean. Mention the Philippines and images of long, 
white sand beaches and bodies of water blessed with a variety of marine life come to 
mind. 

Manila was born out of the ashes of a once flourishing Malay settlement by the banks of 
the Pasig River. In 1571, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi established the Ever Loyal City of 
Manila which, until 1898, was the seat of Spanish colonial rule in Asia. He built the city 
within walls and called it Intramuros. 

An anchor tourist destination, Manila is the very core of the 7,000 times more islands that 
make up the Philippines. It is a center for the performing arts in Asia. 

The Philippines has a tropical climate with two distinct seasons: wet and dry. Typhoons 
and tropical storms are a common occurrence during the wet season, particularly in the 
northern part of the Philippines, and occurs from late May till early November. Dry 
season starts from late November until late April. December to February is a pleasant 
time to visit the Philippines. Temperatures during this time range from 24-30°C (75-
86°F) at its peak. From March to May, temperatures heat up but as Manila is by the coast, 
it rarely goes beyond 37°C (99°F). 

 

 


